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Lambs Defence 


AGAINST 


L Y ES. 


| A True Teſtimony given con- 
cerning the Sufferings and Death 


James | Parnell. 


And the ground thereof. 


By ſach hands as were eye-witneſſes, and have 
ſubſcribed their Names thereto. 


Set forth for no other end, but to clear the Innocent from the 

2. ./.Back-biters, and to undeceive the ſimple, leaft they bring 

| 3.6 guilt upon themſelves by joyning with bloody men, and ſo 
partake of their Plagues. 
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eAlſo a touch of ſome few of the unmeaſurable ſufferings of this 
preſent Age, that all that will ſee may ſee, and underſtand, 


though evill men grow worſe and worſe. 


Sc t:xrch from thoſe peop.e ſcorned and perſecuted under the name of 
QUAKERS, 


*  Lendon, Printed for Giles Calvert at the Welt end of Pans, 1 <« - 
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Lambs Detence. 


And a True Teſtimony given. 
conce:ning the Sufferings and 
death of Fames Parnell, and 
the >round therzof, 


ORASMUCH as our dear Brother 
fares Parnell, hath finiſhed his Teſti- 
mony with joy, and fought the fight 
of faith, againſt that murderous Spi- 
rit which is in the Children of this 
world, who are born and live after 
the fleſh, hath ever hated and per- 
ſecuted him that is borne aſter the 

£nirit ; and aow not alittle rages acainft the veſſells where 

the Tamb1 is, and his Teftimony brovgl, t forth againſt the 
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Worlds wickedneſſe, And being in all Ages limitted no fur- 
ther to touch then the outward body or eſtate, which is (0 
far ſhort of ſatisfying his Envy (who {trikes at the ſoule, and 
eterna}l well-being of all Creatures ) that when the father of 
lite ſuffers kim to ſhed the blood of his Sons and Daughters at 
any time, he1s much tormented that he can goe no turther, 
being the ſame that is ſpoken of, Rev. 11. Who aſter he had 
ſlain the Witnefl:s when they have finiſhedtheir Teſtimony 
unto death,doth rot ſuffertheir cheir bodiesto be put ingraves, 
but in the ſtreets of ſpiritual S:dowe and »Egypr they mult lie, 
till chey that dwell on the Earth have rejoyced,and made mer- 
ry over them which tormented them thae dwell on the earth, 
and ſent their gifts one to another, that they may fill up the 
meaſure to the utmoſt. 

The ſame being now ſeen in this Generation, who have fra- 
med their lies fit to pleaſe that vain wicked ſpirit, & ſend them 
abroad one to another throughout the Nations in Books and 
licenſed Ballades, ſinging and making merry over innocent 
blood, that the remembrarce of it may be kept in your ſtreets, 

Teaſt it ſhould be buried ard forgotten of the Lord, and goe 
urpuniſted ; who are therefore given up to blindneſſe and 
hardneſl: of heart, ſo as to rejoyce in provoking the Lord to 
ariſe up in revenge, and fo to bring the wickednes of the wick- 
ed upon his own head ; which that all might eſcape, is the de- 
ſire of all that know the terrors of the Lord, agzinſt ſuch who 
thus provoke him. 

Therefore leaſt any who have ſome fimplicity in them, and 
yet know not the truth, ſhould be led away with the error of 
the wicked, to fpeak the ſame things againſt the innocent, and 
ſo become guilty with them that are guilty, by conſenting to 
the ſufferings of the juſt, being tempted thereto by falſ reports 
touching Fames Parnell,as though he did wilfully deſtroy him- 
ſelfe, either by eating too much, as ſome would accuſe him, or 
by wilfull faſting, as cthers would accuſe him ; therefore is 
theſe few things touching his Impriſonment, and unchriſtian 
uſage therein, publiſhed, and manyparticulars more might be 

' added. Alfo the manner of his death teſtified by thoſe who 

was eye-witneſles, and whoſe hearts was affeRed Seogin. . 
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Firit as touching the caule of his ſuffererings in this his laſt 
Impriſonmenc unto death, which wasthe fruits of a Faſt kept ac 
great Goggaſhall againtt Error (as they laid ) the 12 day of 
the fifth Monch, 1655. where be ſpoke ſome words when che 
PLicits had done ſpeaking ; and when he was gone out of the 
high place, one followed him called Juſtice Wakerixg, and 
him on the back,and ſaid heArrelited him and fo by the means 
of divers Independant Prielts and others, te was committed to 
thisPriſon at (lcheſter as you may more at largeſee in a book 
Intituled, The frwirs of a Faſt appeinted by the Churches gathe- 
red, &c. where your may read ſome of their iNames, and their 
unjuſt proceedings againſt him. And in that Priſon was he kept 
cloſe up, and his friends and acquaintance denyed to come at 
him , cher at the Aſſizes he was carryed to Chemsford, about 
18 miles through the Courtry, as a fport or gazing-ſtock, 
locked on a Chain with five acculed for Fellvny and Murther, 
and he with other three remained on the Chain day and night. 
Buc when he appeared at the Bar, he was taken off che Chain, 
onely had Irons on his hands,where he appeared before Judge 
Hi1, ſo called the firlt time, but being ſome cryed out againſt 
this cruelty, & what ſhame it would be to let the Irons be ſeen 
on him, the nexc day they took them off, and he appeared 
without, where the Prielt and Juſtices was his Accuſers , and 
the Judge gathered what he could out of what they faid, ro 
make what he could againſt the priſoner to theJury,and urged 
them to find him guilty, leaſt it fell on their own heads,as you 
may farther read in the Book fore-mentioned. And when he 
would have ſpoken truth for him{elfe, to inform che Jury, the 
Judge would noc permit him thereto. So the Judge fined him 
abouc twice ewenty Marks, or forty pounds and ſaid the Lord 
ProteRor had charged him to ſee co puniſh ſuch perſons as 
ſhould contemne either Magiltracy or Miniſtry. So he com- 
mitted him cloſe Priſoner till payment, *and gave the Jaylor 
charge to let no giddy-headedÞzople come at him ; fo his 
friends, and choſe who would have done him good, was called 
giddy-headed people,and fo kept out, bur ſuch as would abuſe 
him by ſcoraing, or beating, ſuch they ler in,and ſet them on. 


And the Jaylors wife would ſet her man to beat him, who- 
threat- 
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-threatned to knock him down, and make him ſhake his heels, 
vea the Jaylors wife did beat him divers times, and ſwore ſhe 
would have his blood, or heſhould have hers ; to which he 
anſwered, roman, I will at have thine. And this ſhe hath 
beenheard to ſweardiverstimes.Ar.d ſomtimes chey would top 
any from bringing him Victualls, and fer the Priſoners to take 
his ViRualls fr:m him ; and when he would have had a Trun- 
die-bed to have kept him off the ſtones, they would not {uffer 
tr.endsto bring him one, but forced him to lye on the tones, 
which ſometimes wou:d run down with water, in a wer ſeaſon, 
and when he-was in a Room for which Le paid 4. 4. a night, 
ho was threatred if he did but walk too & f-onit,by the Jay- 
!2:s wife, thenthey put him ina hole in the wal! very high, 
i: here the Ladder was too ſhort by about 11x foot ; and when 
'riends would have given him a cord, and a basket to have ta- 
ken up his Vitua!ls_ he was denyed thereof, and could not be 
{uffered ro have ir, though it was much defired, but he muſt 
eicher coTe up and down by tl:at Rope, or elſe tamiſh in the 
hole, «hich he d.d along time, before God ſuffered them tg 
ſee their deſires, in which time much mears was uſed abour ir, 
bn their wills was'unalterably fer in cruclty towards him : Bur 
afcer lons ſuffering in this hole, where there was naught bur 
miſery as to the outward man, being no hole either for aire or 
fmoke,beirg much berumbed in the naturals,as he was cl:imb- 
ins up the Ladder with his viRualls in one hand, and coming 
ro the top of the Ladder catching at the Rope with the other 
11nJl,miff:d theRope, and fell a very great height upon ſtones, 
hy which fall he was exceeJingly wour.ded in the head ard 
arms, and his body much bruiſed, and taken up for dead, bur 
«1d recover againe at that time ; then they put him in a lov? 
110'c called the Oven, and much like an Oven, and ſome have 
ſf1id who have been init, that they have {cena Bakers Oren 
;mch bigger, except ſor the hgight of the roof, without thz 
iealt aire-hole, or window for ſmoke or aire ; nor would they 
{uffer him to have a little Charcoile brovghtr in by friends, rt 
yrevent the noyſome ſmoke , nor would they ſuffer him afrec 
he was a little recovered, to take a little aire upon the Caltiz 
12all which yasbut once defired by chePrifoner, feeling himf\ Ir 
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fpent for want of breata , a!l which he bore with much pati- 
eace, and fti! kept his ſuffering much from f:iends there, ſeeing 
they was much forrowfull to lee it; yea others who were nv 
friends were wounded at the ſight of his uſage in many other 
particulars, which we forbear here to-mention, 

And divers cameto fee him, who heard of his uſage from 
far.and nor being friends, had liberty to ſee him,who was aſto- 
raſhed at his uſage,and ſome of them would ſay, If this be the - 
ſageof thePrutettors priſencrs,ttwere better to be any bodies pri%- 
n:r then hes ; as Juſtice Barringtins danghrer ſa:d, who lee their 
cruelty againſt him. And many who came to fee him was mo- 
vedwith pittytowards theCreature, for his ſufferings was grear. 
And.ſome of rote ſaid, that it the Fine hadbuc been 10 pounds, 
they would paid it to the Protector themſelves, that he 
might have been freed fxom his ſufferirgs ; and many did goe 
ro th? Juſtices ar.d to the Judges that came that Circuit, about 
him, bur could ge:no rehef from any of them, as you may fur- 
_ ther underſtand by theſe two letters following, one from pill: 

Talcctt, the other from Tho: Shortland (belides divers others 
might be mentioned) which are as followeth. 


Will: Talcoit's Letter. 


| nes that Zames Parnell had received ahurt by a fal,went 
co ſee him, and found friends dreſſing his wounds, which 
were great and the Creature at that time was ſick ; and ſeeing 
him in this condition, 1 was moved to call Edw: Grart, and. 
we togecher went to one called Juſtice Barrington, andl ſaid 
unto him, I hat Fames Purnell carrying up proviſion into the 
hole of the Wall where they had placed him, he being got a- 
bove the Ladder,and the hole yet being about ſix foot higher, 
onely having che help of a piece of a Rope made faſt above, & 
looſe below, he-going-up thinking to handle the Rope, mitt it, 
and ſo-wanting his ſtay, fell down,and that he was dangeroul- 
ly wounded,and at that time very ſick; and that I hearing thar 


a fine of 40, /..was charged upon him, I was come to him to 
offer 


(6) 
offer my bond uf forty ponr ds for his ſecurity, that Zamez 
Parnell might have liberty co come to my houle cill ſuch time 
a5 he was recovered of his wounds and ſickneſſe,and that then 
7 ſhould return him to the priſon, and that if he dyed, I ſhould 
return his Corps. He ſaid he could not doe it. I acked him if 
he did not judge me reſponfible , and he ſaid he did. I faid to 
him that he had power to act for the Protector, and that my 
Bond being given to him, was as good ſecurity as James Par- 
nets body ; be ſaid he would doe it if he could, and wiſhed us 
ro goe to one called Juſtice Fakering, who he ſaid committed 
him, and offer him a hundred pounds Bond, and cis like he 
would doe it. I ſaid to him I was as free to give him a hundred 
pounds Bond as forty, and that he was impowred by Commiſ- 
fion alike with the other ; and he ſaid the other laid him in, 
and he would not meddle with it. * 


Witneſles hereof, will. T alcott, 
Ed. Grant. 


— 


A Copy of Tho. Shortland's Letter delivered to 
Tadge Alſke, as he came off the Fench, 


O all you who are ſetin the ſcat to doe Juſtice for thepu- 
hm ca of evill doers, and for the praiſe of them that 
doe well ; Eaſe the opprefled, and ſet the Redeemed of the 
Lord free. without money, or without price, for neither filver 
nor gold nor precious Pearls ſer free the Redeemed of God ; 
therefore knowing theſe things by the Spirit of God, we doe 
deny that any ſilver or gold, orany ſuch thing ſhall be paid for 
our friends freedome. fames Parnell ſervant of God hath been 
much oppreſſed by the cloſe Impriſonment & envy of the Jay- 
lor,in removing him from place to place, and putting him into 
a hole in the Wall where he did endure much hardſhip by rea- 
ſon of the cloſenefle of the place, with ſmokes and ſtinks, for 
there 1s no vent for the ſmoke and aire, but what paſſeth out of 
th2 door ; and there being no way to it but by climbing up a 


CC— I = I I—— — ——  — — ———— 


Ladder, which Ladder not being long enough to reach up to” 
rhe 
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the rvom, bat he muup! y a Rope and the Tayhor would not 
ſuffer the laid Fames Parxel/ to hate a hacker with a cord to 
draw up his victuails ; and as the faid James was carrying up 
his Vicualls with the one hand, ard itlayed hiwtcife 01 the 
Ladder w:th the other band, and reaching to catch holu of a 
Rope,and milling his hoid,fell down,ard much hurt recerved, 
and now is much oppreſſ:d by the cloſencls of thz Rocm and 
eviit {avours that arein it, for want of Aire, Witch is muci1 pxc- 
judice to the life of the Creature. 

So as Chriſt hath commanded me,ſo far have I freedome i 
my ſpirit & body to offer up my body to be Impriſuned for my 
friends libe:ry,if lberty may be granted for it. And as you own 
your ſelves Chriſtians, that you would mind Paxls conditoi:, 
who being commitced a Priſoner found much freedome in {its 
bonds, &was ſuffered to dwel by himſelf in his own hired toute 
with a Souldier that kept him , ajchough it was confeſſed chat 
Parlhad don nothing worthy of deach,gr of bonds, &conlider 
7ames Parnell,ard that you will grant him the ſame l:berty the 
Romans did to Par before mentioned ; or accept of ſome to 
lie in Priſon body for body to anſwer. $01 remain a friend to 
the houſhold of faith, who am known to the World by the 
name of Tho. Shortland. 
FT"He ſubſtance of the Anſwer of this Letter, was, That he 

was committed by a Judge of Aſlize, and was the Leri 
Protectors Priſoner, and none eile could ſer him free; and if the 
Fine was not paid, he might flay there theſe t:n year, Andihen 
ſome friencs told rhe Jucge of his hard uſage, and what a ſmall 
thing it \ves he was committed for, namely, for ſpeaking to a 
Priett whea he had done. His Anſwer was, He cared not two 
pence for our Religion, give im reſpe to man. Then it was 
move.! that he might have liberty to walk inthe yard ; but ir 
was ſaid, He ihvxld not have fo much hbe.ty as to walk out ro 
the Caitie door, wh'ch was as ſtrictly executed by the J2; lor, 
for fames Piraehmielt told Gerard Riberts, That tte door 
being open, ite did bur walk forth into a lietle cloſe {lining 
yard betore the door, ardthe Jaylor came in great rage and 
lockt up the door of the hole where he lay,and ſhut ht m 0:t in 
that jard all night, beirs in the coldelt of all the Wirter. This 
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they waited uheir opportunities for miſchiefe to him-ward, 
whereby to Celtroy him, as now they take all opportunities to 
{lander him being dead, for that envious bloody ſpirit is never 
ſatisfied with mi'chief againit the innocent. 

Then ſeeirg all this rook no effe&t, further then to harden 
them to encreaſe their r2gz,to add to his ſufferings, ard ſeeing 


@ there was no way to fatisfie but his blood, and ſeeing his lite 


could not in alFlkelihood to be continued long in that caſe, 
there was no little labour and mears uſed to lay it beiore the 
Higheſt Author.ty, yea more concerning that man (that his 
life might have been faved, & they kept from innocert blood) 
then ever was concerning any (if not all) that ever were impri- 
ſoned thele late years of our {riends, declaring unto them his 
wounding, bis weakneſs, and much of the evill uſage, and this 
is rot unknown to ſome who are in Authority, who was met 
like to have helped in fuch a caſe, but could nut be believed till 
he was dead, havinggheir information to the contrary from 
ſuch as was his enemies and proſecutors, and ſome who aRed 
the'e things upon him, who then uſed all their wits to cover 
bis fufferirgs frem being krown, and now are r,0 lefle ſubtle in 
ſeeking to clear themſelves before men of his biood, & would 
calt it ſelfe upon himſelfe, notwithſtanding allthis means was 
uſed both by him and friends,to have prevented it, even whil(t 
there was any hope of life, | 
Here is alſo another Letter, which may ſhew ſome few of 

their abuſes when he was newly come from the Aſſ3zes, writ- 
ten by his own hand, to a friend, which is as followeth, 

Irlt, The day I came in from the Aſlize, there was a friend 

or two with me in the Jaylors houſe, and the Jaylcrs Wife 
ſent her man to call me from them, and to put me into a vard, 
and would not ſuffer my friendsto come at me; and one friend 
brought me water, and they would not ſuffer her to come to 
me, but made her carry it back again, and at night they lockt 
me up into a hole with acondemned man (onely lay for a par- 
don) and the ſame day a friend deſired the Jaylors Wife that 
ſhe would let her come and ſpeak with me, the Jaylors Wife 
anſwered ker, If ſhe intended to be gotten with Child, ſhe 
might come to me, and ſuch like ſpeeches ſhe gave to ſuch as 
come 
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come to me, calling them Whores and Rogues Witches and 
Baſtards, and the Devils Daſh-waſhers, and that they «kipped 
out of heli when the Devil was aſleep, and. much more of the 
like uvchriſtianlike ſpeeches, which is too tedious to relate ; & 
very ſeldome that they would ſuffer any of my friendsro come 
at me,though they came far, and they might buy their hiberty 
thar did ; yea the Turnkey dernanded a ſhilling of a friend to 
let her come to.me, as knowing that they d.d noc reſpe their 
money's, ſo they mighr have the liberty to viſit me,and there- 
fore they made a prey upon them. And ſeverall they have tur- 
ned away, becauſe they wouid not give them ſo much as they 
would have to fatisfte rheir corrupt wills, and alſo when they 
did ſuffer eny to come in.ſhe would thus abuſe them with re- 
proachfull cearms, ſaying ſhe would not have her houſe com- 
mon, ſaying ſhe had ſomewhart elſe to doe then to wait upon 
them, when as her houſe is common to any ſort of people 
elſe, were they never fo vile and ba{e. ; 

And there was one Thimas Creek of great Copgaſnall come 
to viſit me, & chey would not ſuffer him to come to the ſpeecti 
of me, but through the hole of a door ; and as he was ſpeaking 
with me, the Jaylors man ſet a priſoner to pin a rag behind up- 
on his Cloaths, and bur that I eſpied ic, h2 had gone away in 
that manner ; and the Jaylors Wife ſee this, but winked at it : 
And when it was taken off, the Jaylors man demanded moneys 
of him for the letting of him in, & the man being unwilling to 
give him any, becauſe they thus abuſed him, he would not ler 
him go out, but ſtopt him, while the priſoner was about pin- 
ning ont erag againe, bur I eſpied them, and bid the man be- 
ware of them. Then he came and fate him down in the houſe, 
and when they ſaw they could not work their wills upon him, 
they let him goe. And thus they make a prey upon the inno- 
cent ; and when they doe let any come to me, they would not 
let them ſtay, but very little, and the Jaylors wife would chrea- 
ten to pull them down the ſtaires, and tet on the priſoners to 
ferch chem down, with many reproachfull ſpeeches as afore- 
ſaid, though they did not give her the leaſt occaſton, | 

There came ſeverall of my friends and former acquaintance, 


nigh forty mikes to ſee me, and when they came, the Jaylor 
B 2 would 
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would not 'et them in, ſo they ſtayed at the door, wa'ting at 
the door to fee me, and the JaylcrsMife t:rew down piſle and 
water upon their clorhs,out of a Chamt er window, which did 
much abuſe and Raine then, ard would rot let them-come in 
neither. And one friend came from {ambridge to have ſpoken 
to me; and they would not ler him c.me tothe ſpeech of me, 
but he was faine to goe back withcut ſpeaking to me : Ard 
another f.iend came from my friends at Z-4ez,to have ſpoken 
to me, and they would nor ſuffer him, but he was faine to roe 
back without ſpeaking to me ; and ſeveral the like p.ſſ1ces nd 
abuſes bave I ſuffered. And the Jaylors wife ſer others to fleik 
away my Victualis, fo that the priſoners thereby took ad- 
vantage to doe,the fame ; fo thar at laſt they broke open the- 
|:-ck of my box, to fteal away what was in it, not for any 
wart, bor from the wickedreſle of their hearts. Then ore that- 
ws fuſpeted, being taxed with it, ſaid that the Jailors Wiſe 
w2s the firlt inventer of the ſtealirg of my victualls. It is nct 
th vituilis chat] matter, but their unjuſt and falſe zRings 
rowardsn.e. Ard when] bave asked them if they would nor 
allow me the liberty that they allowedtomurderers theJay Jors 
wife ſaid I was worle then a murderer, & fo they looked upon 
. me. And there was a Malignant Prieſt brought hither that was 
pur out by theState,ar.d his own neighbour that was here with: 
him, confeſſed that he was a very drunken profane man, and 
was one of thehu::dred ſcandalousMiniſters theNation had pur 
down,and this Prieſt the Jaylſor had ſet up to teach,& ſent for 
people of the Town to come and hear him, and put me out of 
This war be: e MY Chamber that the Prieſt might teach there: 
"be w+5 put 0pon the firſt days of the week ; ard the Jaylor 
int» either of told me that if I ſpoke againſt thePrieit hewould 
the Holes. put meinto the common Goal. And the Jaylors 
wife would have ſet on her man to have ſmote me,and ſhe ſaid 
ſhe would bear him outin it, and upon that the fellow having 
the grest Keys in his hand, ſaid he would make me ſhake my 
heels, but he had no-power at that time to ſmite me : and the 
Taylors wife ſwore ſhe would have my blood ſeveral times,and 
told my friends ſo, and that ſhe would mark my face, and'the 
like, calling me Witch, and Rogue, ſhake, and rake hell,& the 
| like. 
9+ 
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like , and becauſe I d:d regrove het for her wickedreſſe, the 
Jaylor hat! given order that none ſhall come a: me upon aay 
occaſion, but on?ly one or two that br.ngs my food, | 
Now if here I bz wed like a priſoner, you t at are 1n Autho» 
rity, who knows the Laws and Ordinances of the N:it:on,may 
juge; tor here I am committed to be kept asa priſoner, though 
I amthe Lords freeman, and doe know I am aflucedly, that he 
will judge and revenge my cauſe upon my Adverſaries ; ver 
this is :o clear my conicicnce unto you, wit under him are {er 
to Rule,that you may not be ignora:,c vichele things; rher. to 
be ſure if you let Juſtice & Equity fail, and wink at the opp:ret- 
ſion & injultice, then to be ;ure the jzidg.nents thali l:eat your 
doors,at yourhainds hal c@blood of the innocen: be required. 
And fo I rett with my confidnce in him who will uot leaveine 
nor forſake me, for whole fake I now iuffer bonds the time GE 
his good will and pleaſure, Knowa to the worl4 by the name 
From Colcheſtcr-Caltle. 1655. fames Parnell, 
This Letter was written ſoon aiter he came from theAilizes, 
ſince which time he hath bzen uſed worfe and worle, & about 
the time called Chriſtmas, he was put into the cloſe ho.e, and 
many devices was Gaily hatched againſt him, ard friends that 
came to ſee him, to abuſe them withall, and m3kz a prey upon 
them, they made an Order amongſt them, and ſtuck it up on 
the door, That every one that came to ſee him ſhould ſpend 
four pence in Beer ; but friends not being free to ſerve that 
wicked deceipt ( though they- weighed not the money ) the 
Jaylors wife run at them with a knife, and would have taken 
their Hats for it. And now whereas they would father their 
lyes upon Thomas Shortlandin their Books and Ballades, both 
Eonceraing the manner of his death, and che Evidence given to 
the Jury, the truth whereof you way underſtand by a Letter 
under T hom.s Shortlands hand, which is as followeth. 
Dear a 
N A thine, is this, Fames Parnell! being dead, the 
Coro t an Officer for me, and one Anne Langley, a 
friend, who both of us watched with him that nightrthac he de- 
parted; and comming to-him, he ſaid, That ic was uſuall when 
any dyed in priſon, to have a Jury goe on them, and fames be- 
ng. 


” »%+ . 
»* 
__ N 
> hy 


| "viable. —OOmO 2s wm 


(12) 

mg dead,and he hearing we two watched with him, he ſent for 
v5 to hear what we could ſay concerning his death, whether be 
eyed on his faire death. or whether he were guilty of his own 
death : And I anſwered, That there cofild no guilt be fourd in 
his death. He then asked how long he did faſt : AndI told him 
ren days, he asked if he took nothing in tho ten days, and 
f rold him nothing chat I knew of, bur a little water, He asked 
me what words he did ſpeak in that time; I told kim that when 
I asked 7ames whether he would eat,he told me that he had no 
need. nzither did he feele any hunger ; and I told the Coroner 
that I often asked tim,and he told me that when he needed he 
would call for ſomething. and bid gze take that for an anſwer. 
Then the Coroner asked hte wereflick in the time of 
his faſting ; andI teld him that he ſaid he was not ſick, neither 
fe!t or ailed any thingin his body. And the Coroner then ask-' 
ed if he lay by it in that time, and I cold him that he role, and- 
ſite up, and never heard him complaine at all. He asked me 
what words he ſpake in the time of his faſting ; and I] anſwered 
that he was ſilent, and ſpake very littie, onely bid friends yield 
him up,for he muſt deparc from them, which words he uſed of- - 
reno friends, bidding them not to mourn overhim,for he muſt 
Boe. Further he enquired whether he received not hurt from 
his fall formerly ont of the high hole of the wall, which might 
occaſion his death , and I anſwered, that he was cured of thar. 
He asked whether he had his ſences, & how he behaved himſef 
lateward toward his departure; I anſwered, that he had his ſen- 
ſes ro the laſt, and that he ſpake ſenſibly, and to as good under- 
ſtanding as heuſed rodo.Herhen enquired what wordsheſpoke: 
To which Anne Langley anſwered. that ſhe heard him ſay, Hey? 
1 dye innocently,&lhe faid that ſhe had been at the departing of 
many, but never was where was ſuch ſweet departing ; & at his 
d-parting his laft words were, Now I muſt gee, and turned his 
head ro me & ſaid, Thimas thu death I muſt die r ſaid, 
() Thomas I have ſeen great things & bad me th id nor 
toid him, but let him go,and ſaid it over apain, wif Foz n:t hold 
:e ? and then faid Anne,cear heart we will not hold thee; and 
f:id, Now 7 po, 2nd ſtretched our himſelf, and fell into a ſweet 
ſleep,and ſept 2bont an hour (ashe often faid, that one hours 
ſleep would cure him of all) and ſo drew breath no more. 


(13) 
In Anſwer to the Printed Paper. 

Shewed it to the fore-man of the ſury, whole name is de 

T aylvr,and as :0 thoſe words( And after that timehzs friends 
ſeveral times iff ered him food,and he could nt get it down)heſaid 
fie, fie, he would not own them, they might hive beznaſhame4 
to pyt chem in. And as to that { bar that he faſted voluntarily ) 
they deny it, and fay they heard no ſuch word ſpoke. The Co- 
roner did not at all ſend tor my wife,neither did ſhe giyern evi- 
decce,but was at theCiſtle when theſury was thereto view the 
body, where ſhe ſaid to the Jury (as themſelves lay) the ſame 
words tliat Azne &T ſpoke to theCoroner, ſo that ſome ofthe 
Jury-faic, rhac they were all as one. I being at the Hall,ſtayed 
there, andthe ſriend Langley with me, untill the Jury came in 
with their Verdi, & the fore-man ſaid that we find this ſame 
7 ames Parnell by wilfulnes abſtaining from food ten days, and 
©. theneating up a quart of milk thick crumb'd with white bread, 
was thecaule of his death. I being prelent anſwered,chat hiswill 
. was denyedin what he did,as forwhat he had fpoke,I told him 
it was fall,and he laid a priſoner told him it,and I told him, the 
milk I carried my feii, that was not carried to kim. but to ewo 
country friends that wereto watch withhimatnight,I told him 
that the thing it was carried in held not above a pint & half at 
the moſt. And then the Coroner bid me ſpeak of it what I 
knew, I told him that he did ear a little of the thin of it &ſome 
I did eat, and the reit I carried home againe, for they that did 
watch had eaten before. Then theJury old me thatthey would 
bzlieve what I ſaid to be true, Then the Coroner as'xd them 
what Verdi& they would give in,& ſome of them ſaid among 
themſelvs,that he dyed ciear,cthemchat differed from chem(the 
fore-man being one of them ) were of thoſe formerly called 
Browniſts & are enemies to the truth, & they ſaid they would: 
have uncil the next morning to confider of it,& the other ſaid: 
they were pGormen, they would not loo their time, but would: 
makean end of it then,and there they ſtood jangling together 
about their time, then the two ſaid they wouid have halt a day. 
longer, but the other would not alow of it,but would then end 
it; then they pleaded for three hours, & they ſaid they would 


no: ſtay threz hours about ig, for they had buſines to do. The 
Corg- 
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Coron:r bid then, afrie before they went, then they ſaid they 
would have h21tan hours |:berty to which aliagreed,theCoro- 
rer told them if they world have other Witreſfes, be would. 
lend for chem, but there was none deſired, nor none fent'tor. 
Now theſe two went away from the relt, and faid chat they 
would come asiin in half an hou: they ttayed ſomwhar mpre, 
and came again, I was there avd Azze all this cue ; to the Jury 
mer togeher in another room, and in a quarcer of an hi.ur they 
came irto the C::urr, ſo caPd, and the Coroner asxed them it 
they were agreednow,and they ſaid yes,a:d the fore-man gave 
11 his Verdi, That we find chat chis James Payne! is gailty of 
Ins own death, by wilfull abſtaining from food when he migte 
have had it, and by lying out of his bed, whereby I got cold, 
and ſo wilfully ſtarved himſelf to death; & to this they agreed, 
and cook icin. Then T bid them be aſhamed of whar they had 
done; firſt you give in that he is guilty of his on Ceath by eat- 
12s £00 much, and now you fay he is puilty of his own death by 
itarving himſelf, & here you are in confulion; and told the twv 
teparates as th:y are cal'd,that their envy had notlong to con- 
tine to him, that they were envious to the life, and now were 
envieusto thecreature and that all m:ghr ſee their confa (io 7, 
and ſo I patt away, as to that concerning the Jaylor, the Ju-y 
deny thar. Colcheſt. 12 day, 3 Month, 1656. 

Since the writing of this, I and Anne Langley, and another 
frie & went to Heary Barringten,calledJultice,chat ſentthe let- 
cer up to Maidſtone at 3Yritehall, and Chewed him jt was in the 
Famphler and askt himif he would own that,and he faid,did I 
think that he made Books? I ackt him if chac were not his let- 
ter? te faid, whatthen? T old him that there was untruths in 
it, and I askr him whether he would own them ? he ſaid, then 
108 have the more wrong, I ro:d him T ſhould nor ſuffer the 
wrors, the truth cleared 1t fe!re, they ſhould ſuffer the wrong 
that writ it; he ſaid he writ nothing but what he Bad f. om 7o- 
/eph Smichs month, v-ho was one of the two before writ of. | 
cold him I had ſhewed it to 7 o{eph, and-he denyed it as is writ 
above, and I told him that T met with the fore-man,and read it 
to him, and he faid fie, fie, :s before, and he fill ſaid he wrt: 
rathing but what he had from Serbs mouth; he was op with 
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bigh words in his will , and ſaid he would give his eſtate if 
they did not owne what he writt ;, ſoI told him that he muſt 
beare it himſelfe,and he faid if they would lay it upon him,chen 
he faid he muſt. As to that Concerning the Goaler, this Hey. 

Barrington faith he -put that in himſelfe, becauſe there was a 

Letter he ſaid ac Yhirehall , which was put in by one Davr, 

which ſaid chat the Goaler by his uſage was guilty of James 

his death ; I told him I could not excule the Goaler of what I 

had formerly declared againſt him, forI told him I would not 

eate in my words againe of what I writ in a Letter, and put up 

to the Judge ac the Allize, 

Thomas Shortland, 


Ow this being Thomas Shortlands band whom they ſay is 
N their cheife Evidence, and that which he will owne for 
eruth, it may eaſily be ſeene with any who in honeſty, doth bur 
Compare their Letfters,Books,and Ballads, with this Teſtimony 
of Thomas Shortland and his wife, and Anne Langley, by what 
Spirit they are ated, who ſent forth theſe I. yes, uſeing Thomas 
Shortland for a pretence who denyes their Lyes and ſo doth 
eAnne Langley, which was the woman that waited upon him 
which it ſeemes they tooke for Thomas Shortlands wite whom 
they examined with Thomas Shirtland,, and now let the leaſt 
ſimplicitie Judge what truth there 1s 1n theſe peoples Relation , 
And alſo what ground they have to accuſe this Man for being 
Suiltie of his owne death, when all means poflible hath been 
uſed ( except. what was ſinfull ) to preſerve his health, both by 
him, and his friends, but could never prevaile with thar petſe- 
cuting Spirit to ſhew pitty to the oppreſſed, and now what re- 
maines in ſight co this generation, bur the like reproach and 
{lander to the reſt that yet remaine in the like ſufferings, as they 
Cone to finiſh their Teftimony, for whar Innocency is there 
can eſcape the ſlanderous tongue of perſecution, the Innocent?” 
of Chriſt himſelfe could not doe it, neither while he lived, nor 
after he was dead ; Nor would that Spirit want fubtilty ſo to 
cover the blood of ſuch as have dyed in other priſons Innocent- 
ly, were their blood enquired after. 

And whereas you ſlander theſe 2zakers in your Bookes 
C that 
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that we have received our principle fgom Rome, It is no more 
but what we looke for , both to ſuffer in deeds and words , but 
wouid God your eyes were open to fee from Queene Mary 
through the Biſhops to your ſelves, and ſo ſee your own workes 
from Rowe, and how fitt a Popiſh Law fits your kand and your 
day and lct that of God in your Conccience,and all honeſt peo- 
ple Judge, whole worke is from Rome, and your ſtrength you 
worke it bv, ſurely were we Papiſts we ſhould not ſuffer by a 
Popiſh Law as now we doe, ngr were we thus uſed till we was 
led to teſtifie againſt the relickes of Popery. And you who ſay 
you are the Chiefe Magiſtrates of Colcheſter, and deſire it to 
be made publicke, accuſeing fames Parnel! to wiltully ſtarve 
himſelfe, Qur deſire is that you were cleare of his blood,in the 
ſight of God, but this way you have taken is but to adde more 
guilt upon your ſelves, and place, and fo you will finde when 
God comes to viſit for theſe things, then woe to ſuch who have 
covered your ſelyes , but not with Gods Spit, but have made 
lyes their refuge, then your bed will be to narrow, you muſt not 
then be both accuſers and executors. Tt had been good you had 
prepared your hearts towards that day in ſtead of ſending out 
your Books and Ballads , which will appeare what they are at 
that day, when truth muſt not be ſhut in a corner; and untill 
then we referre our cauſe both in this and the reſt of what we 
have and muſt ſuffer from this generation. Onely uſeing what 
meanes God leads us too to prevent ſuch as are ſimple from be- 
ing drawne into theſe Errors of the wicked, to pertake with you 
in theſe prophane things you have publiſhed, or for making 
merry over Innocent blood, or rejoycing in opprefiion, _ 
And whereas you Charge him as a hainous Crime for which 
he was committed,and in your Pamphlet tells of an a&t by which 
he was Committed take the teſtimony of theſe men following, 
andþy that the ſimple may fee his Crime, and what Law he 
broke. | 
Wee doe here Teſtifie that James Parnell went in peaceably 
into the Pariſh Church ( ſo called ) of great Coghhall, and there 
ſtood fill and ſpoke not one word un:ill he called Miniſter had 
done preaching and praying, and was coming out of his ſeate, 
and thenthere was many words ſpoken, which are — at 
arge 
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ſarge in the'booke called the Frwits of a fit. And James paſſed 
out and many people thronged aſter him , whom Zames knew 
not,and paſling downe the ttreete towards his friends houſe nor 
ſpeaking any words ; he who 1s called Juftice /akering came 
ruſhing after him, and overtooke himin the ſtreete, who ſmote 
him on the back, and ſaid, I arreſt thee in the name of the Lord 
ProteRor : Then fames asked him where was his Writt; Then 
he called Juſtice #akeri»g ſaid lie had one but ſhewed it ngt. 
So he cauſed him to goe to a houle not farre off, to be forth 
comeing from thence when he called Juſtice ſhould come backe 
from their worſhip at their Steeple-houſe, which was done ac- 
cording to his appointmeut, Then Juſtice #/akeri»g came and 
chree Juſtices more with him , who are called Farbart Pellam, 
The: Cooke William Farlackinden,wiho examined him, to which 
Queſtions fames anſwered, and when they had done they cau- 
ſed a Mittimms to be made and all four of them ſigned it, and 
ſent him to {cheſter Caſtle to be detained till the next Aſli- 
Zes, which was held at Chelmsford for the County of Eſſex, 
Witneſſes to the truth of this, 


Robert Ludguter. þ Will: Broman. 

T ho: Creeke. ' Zach: Chilae. 
fobn Chigge. Sam: Stilingham-. 
Rich: Norton. fobn 1ſacke. 

Robert Adams. Will: Bunting. 
Tho: Sparrow. 


And whereas it is reported that the one Twenty Markes he 
was fined for breach of Maryes ftatute at Halſted4/ you may 
take the teſtimony of the truth as foiloweth touching that 
thing alſo. 

From Halſted. 

Whereas James Parnell was fined Twenty markes for ma- 
king, as they ſay,a diſturbance in the pariſh Church in Halſted, 
in the time of the aſſembly of the Miniſters and Pariſhioners in 
the exerciſe ( as they ſay ) of Divine Ordinances, which is falſe, 
for he came into the place peaceably, and there ſtood and ſpake 
not untill he called Miniſter had done preaching and praying. 

To this wee witneſle, 
fohn Coot.- Thos Gandye, Francis Hanwick. 
Ca And 
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And now what his offence was let honeſty Judge, for which 
he paid fo deare aRanſome,and for which he is counted ſo preat 
an offender , and fee if theſe be Chriſtians who thus torment a 
man for ſpeaking truth in ſoberneſſle to them, when they have 
done, when the Scripture Commands the firlit ro hould his 
peace, if any thing be revealed to another that ſtands by, rut he 
did not ſpeake til] the firſt had done; Nay did he here fo much 
aggreake the Popiſh Law, made by Afary, let them that know 
the Law, and are juſt Judge thereof, and fee what Juſtice he bad 
from theſe called Chriltians, And now you who to Cover this 
your unchriſtian dealing have deviſed fubtill wayes, by falſe re- 
ports and ſending out your fained Books and Balads, licenced as 
you fay by order, by which you make ſport for the licentious 
g—_ ones, and encourage other bloody perſecyters, who 
ave long waited for blood, and have thirited after it as the 
Wolfe for his prey,and all ſorts of people to whom your books 
or ballads doth come, to them you have piped that they may 
dance thereto, and you have given knowledge to all both Civill 
and prophane, of what value the ſufferings of the innocent are 
to you, and that they may pertake with you in your mirth, and 


ſo joyne with you to cleare the wicked and accuſe the'innocent ; 


and now you thinke you have hid your ſelygs, and wiped off all 
the guilt that canbe imputed to you But ſhall this your Coun» 
ſell ſtand before the righteous Judge, in whoſe ſight the death 
of all his are pretious, and which he ſtrialy will enquire atter ? 
Shall it not then appeare that inſtead of Covering your-lin, you 
will be found guiltie of all this prophanereſle that is occaſioned 
throughout the world , throngh ſending out your bookes and 
ſongs made up of deceit, and this will you find at that day to 
be a Curſed Cover and you Curſed who have put it on,in opp0- 
ſicion to the'truth ? O blind people who are growne againſt the 
Lord till you make a mock of ſin, and drinke iniquitie with de- 
ſire, who are rakeing all you can true or falſe from whom ever 
you can, from people drunke or difiraRted, or uncleane, or how 
ever poflefled with the Devill the father of lyes; and this you 
embrace as a prize for your purpoſe, that you may caſt rt upon 
the Children of light, who have none to plead their cauſe upon 
earth ; and ifany by the lightþe ſo convinced that they come 
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£0 confeſſe thereto and then through diſobedience draw back 
againe, ſuch a Child of Bclial who hath paineſaved the cruth,- 
ſeryes you for an informer to raiſe up a heape of wickedneſſeto 
caſt upon the cruth, though we neicher owne him nor his prac- 
tiſe; and chus you are fighting againit che Lords appearance, 
armeing your ſelves with che Devills inſtruments. O vaine peo- 
ple, will theſe things cover you? whar a garment is this you are 
putting 0n, Will it cover your owne wickedneſlſe who thus re- 
joyce in iniquirie ? will this heape of jyes you have ſent forth: 
Cover all the blood of this man and others , who have dyed in 
priſons theſe late yeares, who have been caſt in for Conſcience 
lake, and there have layd till the Lord hath ranſomed them by 
takeing them to himſelfe , and the many numbers of innocent 
ones, who have been and are calt into ſtinking dark holes, ſuch 
as you would not put your doggs in, and fuch as were it not the 
mightie power of God which preſerves that all ſhall not be de- 
ſtroyed,it were impoſſible that any creature ſhould live for ſuch 
loag time as ſome have been in whole yeares without either fire 
or ayre in winter or ſummer, the like having never been ſeen 
or heard fince this was a Nation,and this is knowne without pit» 
tie or any hope of helpe as from man ; and ſuch penalties for no 
offence: as hath not been heard of, as ſome have been taken up 
for wandrizg beggars, who did never aske any thing ofany,and 
being ſo com:tted have been fined one or two hundred pounds, 
and put in a hole till payment. Now how a beggar ſhould re- 
deeme his life with ſach a ſumme, and whether the life was nor 
like to be the ranſom ſooner or later let any one weigh and 
judge. And this Fames Parnell- who was fined twice twentie 
markes, and no breach of Law preved againſt him; and he ſhut 
up in a hole til! paiment, and ſo uſed as b-fore mentioned, whe- 
ther there was like to be any other thing to redeeme hisibertie 
but death ſooner or later, all that knew the man and the place 
he was in may eafily Judge. And how often fome who arein 
authoritie was informed of his weaki'eile and that he could nor 
live long unles he had ſome liberty & aire, they are not ignorant 
which is now the peace of many of us that we was not wantins 
of our dutie to informe them thereof, and lay it before them, 
that being all we could doe therein agd not fin; and ofcen had 

they 


(20) 
they heard thereof had they not ſome of them turned their faces 
from the crys of the oppreſſed, which now is our defires to God 
that it might not be charged upon them and the Nation, which 
aſſuredly will be ſooner or later if not repented of. And ſurely 
this is little token of ſorrow that after this barbarous ulage and 
this effe& thereof to accule the man for making away himlſelfe, 
when as there was never ſo much means uſed and ſo many com- 
plaints made for any one priſoner, both by himſelfe and other 
friends to have ſaved Innocent blood as was concerning him, 
and this ſome knows very well who are in no little power in 
the Nation, and m«ſt like to have procured libertie in that cafe 
he was in, even as long as there was any hope of life this was 
done. Ard now after all this to turne it into a lye to cover you 
with, and into ſongs to make you merry with, and ſo not onely 
to make him the obje& of cruelty unto death, but alſo an obje&t 
of your ſport ard a ſcorne to fooles, and ( what in you lyes ) 
a reproach to all the reſt of the Children of light now after his 
death, who are many of them in the hke ſufferings among you, 
if you have dealt like Chriſtians herein, or doe as you would be 
done unto, then it will be well with you in the day of righteous 
Judgement, when not onely innocent blood bur all the impriſon. 
ments of Chriſt Jeſus, and who have caſt him in, yea who have 
viſitted him and who have not muſt be enquired into as God 
hath ſeene it and not as men make excuſes, which in tender love 
to your ſoules we wiſh you conſider of, and with the light of 
Chriſt onely to examine your hearts herein, that you may ſee 
your ſtate now as it will be found then with the ſame light at 
that day, for till that day doe we refer our c2uſe herein, having 
none now amongſt men who will plead our cauſe, nor make en- 
quirie for our bloody and cruell ſufferings, both of bodyes and 
the ſpoyling of our goods which we joyfully ſuffer for the 
Lords ſake, knowing that we are his with all we have, nor doe 
we murmur thereat, -neither here ſhould we have mentioned it, 
had it not been to oppoſe lyes, and cleare the truth thereof, and 
keepe ſuch cleare who are not yet guiltie, who might be decei- 
ved therewith. Though our ſufferings at this time be ſuch as it 


will appeare when it is brought to þght ( as it muſt ſooner or 


later, for it muſt not alwayes be thus hid ) that the ſufferings of 
| our 
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Dur bodies and eſtates for Conſcience ſake in theſe three lait 
yeares of the Lords appearance, ſuch a number of ſufferings,and 
for ſuch things, As threeſcore yeares laſt paſt ofthe tyrannicall 
Kings and bloody Biſhops,and their perſecution is farr ſhort of, 
And this will one day appear to your confuſion who nowgnakes 
it your ſport and your ſongs, and may fay of all the reſt as of 
7a: Parnell that they have dune it to themſelves, As which of 
the Saints was not both ſufferers and offenders in the eyes of 
thoſe who hated them and in their generation , but will not be 
found ſo in the eyes of God,nor@he generations to come, when 
the Lambs teſtimony is finiſhed in ſufferings and the kingdome 
come, and the wicked bloody man ſcattered from the face of the 
earth. Then ſhall che even ballance be ſeene.and the cauſe of the 
poore weighed therein, though ro you who are in this ſcornfull 
envious nature, there muſt be ſtumbling blocks that you who 
will not own the light may be more blind , ſo that the further 
you goe on in perſecution the more ignorant you may bez of him 
you perſecute, leaft you ſhould ſee what you are doing and re- 
peat and be healed, for did you know what you are doing, you 
would not adde iniquitie nnto ſin to cover it.Oh fooliſh people, 
is there none of you can fee and conſider this once in your 
hearts, was not perſecution ever blind, and is it like you ſhou!d 
lee, who exceed therein? will you deſpiſe the poore, and ctample 
upon the Innocent, and ſlay the Juſt, and make you ſport there- 
with, and fay you ſee, and it is them that thus ſuffer with pati- 
ence that is deluded ? Suppoſe it was fo, Is not that an uncleane 
Spirit that can make ſport therewith, or take delight to lay open 
others nakedneſs for a corrupt end againſt thetruth?who would 
have thought ever to have ſeene ſuch things as theſe to have 
been ſuffered to be ſung in our ſtreets, but much more to ſee 
them licenced by order ? ſurely a lamentation is for you till you 
returne, how are the mightie fallen, and iniquitie hath taken 
place above equitie? and ſo you are returned to the baſer ſort to 
gratifie the abominable thing in chem, and your hearts are made 
merry with lyes, but the hearts of ſuch are made ſad therewith 
whom God hath not made ſad, who ſees theevill that is before 
you, and you going into it without feare, though ſuch have no 
cauſe to mourne for themſelves, : 
An 
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And whereas you doe this for clearing your ſelyes; our hearts 
deſire is that you was cleare before God,and that no evill might 
come upon you touching him or any other of us, but we are 
troubled for you to ſee you take this way to cleare your ſelves, 
whergþy you bring a double guilr upon your ſelves, and even 
whilſt you are about this worke many more lye itil} in holes 
abuſed by tyrants in the like manner, which will be added to the 
reſt, if not repented off with ſpeede, then it will be more leene 
that you have more dctire to eleare your ſelves from the guilt 
before men, than from the actgbefore God. 

Will ſending out your Books and ſinging your ballads filled 
with lye:,cleare this nation of the blood of the Innocent Lambes 
of God which hath been ſhed in this nation, whole bly04 cryes 
though they have not opened their mouths; as thar bloody thing 
acted upon one at Mend!ham, whipping hm the like hath not 
been heard of as the Country founds of to this day. Alſo others 
taken 0.1t of the meeting where they was worſhipping the Lord, 
and ſent to priſon where they have been moſt bloodily whipped, 
without the leaſt ſhew of any Law broken, or one word ſpoken, 
witnes Thomas Stubs at Northampton, with divers others that 
might be mentioned, too many to mention who have bin whipt. 
Will theſe things fatisfie for the many whoſe lives have been 
their r#nſome our »f your priſons. As them who dyed in priſon 
at Yorke. at Lancaſter, one carried out in a basket at Briſtow, 
which had been bruiſed in a Steepte-houſe and ſent to priſon, 
never recoyered till death, but dyed about three dayes after ſhe 
was cared out ; one at Ap/rby kept above a yeare in"a hole 
without any firef all, under a cruell tyrant who did often beate 
them, having eight of them ina hole : Rich: Heb/on never had 
health after til he dyed at Norrhampron; one went out ſick and 
is dead ; with divers others who are yet in holes like to periſh, 
and others who have loſt their health and ſtrength: outward, 
who are releaſed : nay the cruelty of this age is not to be parel- 
leled; and doe you thinke to Cover all this with your prophane 
ſongs and lyes.? Is all this hid from the Lord God , becauſe you 
have blinded your owne eyes , and ſhut your eares againſt the 
cryes of the Innocent,and hardened your hearts againſt mercy ? 
nay ig not this the time for God to take notice of the _ 
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who are made a prey to the proud, & none to plead their cauſe 
on earth, and to avenge their blood, and yet you will not feare 
him, but adde iniquitie to fin. And how you are hardening your 
ſelves in further perſecution ( ſuch as ſcarce can be beleeved in 
vhis age ) even while you are ſeeking to cleare your ſelves of 
what is palt , Le: this Relation following give a talt, beſide much 
more ſuch barbarous uſage in many other places as hath not 
been heard off, where the .ouldiers have come into the Saints 
meetings, R:d through chem wich their horſes, trampled them 
under their feete, run their words tro gh their armes, hailed 
them out one by one, and fer their Piſtols to their mouths, and 
ſwore G: d dam them, there they ſhould die,ifchey did not de- 
ny their Religion , with a nunberlefſe number of ſuch cruelcies 
we dayiy ſuffer, and if Complaint be to ſuch as ſhould judge our 
cauſe juſtly, and heare both partes, we are not beleeved what 
we ſay, but the reports are made and beleeved from our perſe- 
cutors,who cover the Saints biood with lyes after this manner. 
And fo that which ſh«uld be made uſe on to puniſh the evill 
doers, is turned to harden them in their crueltie ; ſo that now 
its become as a proverb calt in our faces as we paſſe on the 
ſtreets ; If we kill a 2«ker,there is no law for them, yet are we 

in peace, and fo made able with joy to finiſh our teſtimony, 
againſt this generation, till our caſe be pleaded by Him who dif- 
piſes not the poore, neither reſpeRts the perſon of the proud, 
when your ſongs and our ſufferings, muſt be judged, and the 
ground of them, heare this all you whole mirth conlitts in your 
brethrens miſery. 

The relation concerning Juſtice Crock and the reſt in ſhort is 
as followeth. 


eA Relation of the taking and impriſoning of William Lovell, 
John Crooke, John Sam, and Tho: Stubs, upox the 26'h day 
of the third month called May. 165 6. 


f by being divers honeſt people mett together at Williams 
Lovell his houſe at Hardino ſtone in the Countie of Nor- 
thampton,co waite upon the Lord, nd as they were met peace- 
ably and quietly together in a Cloſe of the ſaid /:{liam Livel 
(being his freehold) in the way aid worſhiy of the living God, 
and when they had fate and waited upon the Lord a while; ha 
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or make diſturbance ; whereupon the faid Captaine command- 
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Thi: Stubbs being moved to ſtand up to ſpeake the pure word 
of the Lord to the people,after he had continued ſpeaking about 
a quarter of an houre, the people being all ſtill and attentive , 
there came in one called Captaine P:xkerd and divers horſemen 
of the Countie troope with (words and Piſtolls, who called to 
fetch hin away that was ſpeaking ; then y/iliam Lovell, owner 
of the faid houle and ground went to the aboveſaid Captaine, 
and asked him to fee his authoricie for his comming upon his 
{reeho!d, to diſturbe thoſe that were mett peaceably to worſhip 
the Lord, which che Caprtaine refuſed to ſhew ; but asked the 
faid iViliam Lovell if he owned this meeting , whereunto il- 
liam Lovell replyed, Yea, I doe; then the faid Captaine com- 
manded his Souldiers to take him priſoner , which immediately 
they did : Whereupon obs (rocke asked the Captaine if he 
had any warrant or order for what he did ; whereunto the 
Czptaine replyed, that Major Generall Bxtler had given him 
an order to diſperſe this meeting , whereupon 7oha Croke told 
him, he would goe with him to Major Generall Ber (if he 
would ) The Captaine replyed he was at. London, fohn Crocke 
deſired him to let him fee his order if he had any; he replyed he 
would not. fohn ( rocke told lim if he would ſhew us any order, 
le beleeved there was none, but would obey it. And he the ſaid 
7ohz Crecke would uſe his beſt endeavour to perſwade them to 
obedience, for we are ſubject to authoritie for Conſcience ſake, 
and it is but equall and juſt for a man to know by what autho=» 
ritie he is impriſoned ; and his ſaying he had an Order was no 
more than if another ſhould ſay ſo, one mans afficmation being 
as ſtrong as another, therefore it is but reaſon that it ſhould be 
ſhewed ; but he ſaid, he would not ſhew it, and ſo commanded 
his Souldie;s to take him the ſaid oh» Creoke into Cuſtody, 
which immediately they did. Then the ſaid Foby Croke asked 
the Captaine ofcentimes what offence he had committed z at 
the laſt he replyed it was for meeting in a tumultuous manner ; 
Then fohn Sam ſanding by replyed to the Captaines words; 
that wee were not mett together in a tumukuous manner, bur 
in the feare of the Lord, ard that he the ſaid Captaine had that 


in his Conſcience that witneſſed that we are a people principled 


againſt tumuits, or to gake up any carnal] weapon for to oppoſe 
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ed his Sould:ers to take Joh Sam priſoner, which immediately 
they did , hea the ſaid fobn Saws asked the Capraine what of- 
fence he hid committed, that the people might know what he 
had done, ; bur the Captaine would give no anſwer, bur bad his 
Souldiers rake him away , take him away. And then the ſaid 
Captaine commanded a Souldter to take hold upon Thy: Srubbs 
as he was exhorting the people to obey the commands of ch:e 
Lord Jeſus Chrilt ; then a Souldier rid in amons the people and 
violencly haled him forth from che meeting place, and cook him 
priſoner, and then Thomas Stubbs began to read lome lawes un- 
to the Souldiers concerning the protection of Relig:;on and 
peaceable people, and the repealing of all other Lawes to the 
contrary, which the Proteor hath rcaken an oath to main- 
raine ; then one of the Souldiers tore it out of his hand per- 
mitting him not to reade it , then ſome words being ſ»oken a- 
gaintt che rudeneſle of their carriage , which made them con- 
teſſe that they were 1gnorant of what they did, ( and aiſo here 
is to be obſerved, that the ſaid Thomas Stubbs was late before 
releaſed from the County Gaole of Northampton, where he was 
whippe4, nothing being laid ro his Charge, and therefore when 
the Seflions came they did not call him at all , bur within two 
dayes after the Seſſions was ended ſent him forth of the Towne, 
and ſaid he might goe whither he wouid, yer notwithſtanding, 
this liberty theſe cooks him from Hardingſtone, whither before 
they told him he might goe. ) The Capraine concinuing riding 
up and downe upon a fat prauvli ig kicking bore, kicking ſome 
downe threatning the people what he would doe if they would 
not depart and be gone. And afterwards the Captaine com- 
manded the Souldiers to draw into a budy, ard fo commanded 
the ſaid william Lowell from his dwelling houſe and freehold, 
and the reſt of the priſoners above-named,and carried them into 
the fields out of the Towne, where he commanded his Souldiers 
to guard then as if they had been Rogues and Fellons,and there 
continued them in the field ſome houres, whilſt the Captaine 
went to the Prieits houſe of the Towne, where were ſeverall 
Prieſts metr, and after they had fealted and conſulted together, 
as appeared to Robere Rich and Fobhn Ruſh and fohn Elyett, who 
went to the Prieſts houſe to ſpeake with the Captaine, and ask- 
ing for him, one came forth, and cold them, that he was at din- 
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ner, and that he would be diſmiſſed preſently; in the meane 
while William Dewsbnry the ſervant of the Lord cams to Har- 
dins(one to the meeting amongſt the Lords people, and there 
was mooved to ſpeake the word of the Lord unto them, then 
came the Souldiers and tooke him priſoner, when be was ſpeak- 
ing as aforeſaid, and carried him to the reſt of the priſoners , 
about an houre after che Captaine came from the Prieſts houle, 
and commanded the Souldiers to carry the priſoners along to 
Maſtcr S»art, as he called him, to the common Gaole at Nor- 
thampton. Ard as the priſoners were going along the Captaine 
bace a Souldier to let william Dewsbury goe;afterwards Willis 
am Dewsbury went amongtt the Lords people againe, and as he 
wae praying to the Lord, fix of the rude Souldiers came there, 
and two of them when the people were kneeled downe, ruſhed 
in amongſt them, and rid over fome with their horſes , and one 
of them Jaid violent hands upon F/illiam Dewsbury, and pulled 
him away as he was at prayer, and ſaid he would diſturbe him, 
and afterwards when the Souldiers had broken the Law, and 
made a diſturbance, and kept him a while priſoner, yet aſter 
all this let him goe, and ſaid they had nothing to fay to him. 
Ar.d as the priſoners aforeſaid were guarded by divers Souldiers 
as Rognes and Fellons to the Common Gaole of Northampton, 
the priſoners asked the Captaine by vertue of what order the 
Gaoler was to receive them , whether any other then verball, 
he replyed, nay,that was ſufficient;and they came to the Gaole 
aforeſaid,one of the priſoners demanded of the Jaoler when he 
opened the dcore to take them in, if he had any Mirtimms to 
receive them, ard he faid if they would come in he would re- 
ceive them ; the ſaid priſoners replyed, they would not commit 
themſelves; ſo the Captaine ſeeing the Gaoler would not take 
them except they would goe in themſelves, commanded his 
Souldiers to put them in by violence ; whereupon one of the 
priſoners againe d: manded to ſee their Mirtimms , that ſo they 
might know what offence was laid againſt them ; the Caprtaine 
cold one of them, that he ſhould ſeeir , but none elſe , bur did 
not as he ſaid, but commanded his Souldiers to put them in by 
force, which was done accordingly ; Then the priſoners demar- 
ded their liberty of the Gaoler before divers witneſſes, know- 
:ng that they had not tranſpreſſed any law , neither were fey 
carrie 
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carried before any civill Magiſtrate to be examined, but were | 
committed by Souldiers contrary to Law, and the Gaoler told 
them, that by vercue of an order from Captaine Pinkerd onely 
hee received them and kept them priſoners; then the priſoners 
replyed, that hee being the keeper of the Common Gaole for 
the County, ought to receive none into his Gaole bur ſuch as 
were committed by ſome Judge upon record; Yet notwith- 
ſtanding the Gaoler continuzth them priſoners in the low 
Gaole, where theeves and murtherers are kept, and denyed 
their wives and children and friends to viſit them, contrary to 
the Law of God and the Nation. 


From the Common Gaole in Northampton the 
27h day of the 3d month, from them who of 
the world are ſcornfully called Quakers. 
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Here alſ/» followeth a Relation of the taking and 
impriſoning of Thomas Goodaire. 


Pon the 25: day of the 34 month called May, being the 

firſt day of the weeke, 7 homas Gord .ire being at a friends 

houie in a Towne called 0/4 in Northampton: foire, where the 
people of God were mett together peaceably to waite upon 
God, and to worſhip him in ſpiric and in truth, the ſaid Thomas 
Goodaire being moved of the Lord to ſpeake amongſt thoſe p:0- 
ple in the way of exhortation to depart from evill, and to fol- 
low that which was good, and as he was ſpeaking in the meet- 
ing among the people, there came in two Conftables with a 
Warrant from John Browne and fohn Manſell , in Commiſſion 
to doe Jaſtice, and laid violent hands upon him, and faid they 
had an order from the Juſt.ces to doe what chey did, and fo 
they haled him forth from amonglt the people, and had him 
before John Browne and fohn Manſell, who came tome miles 
diſtance from their own dwe.lings unto the aforeſaid 01d to the 
Prieſts.-houſe that day on purpole to take the faid Tho: Gorodaire, 
by which meanes their own publicke worſhip of the ſaid Towne 
of Old was negleRed in the afternoone, for the Prielt of the 
Towne and the aforeſaid called Jultices ſpent mott part of the 
time in examining of Tho: Goodaire and others that were at the 
meeting, charging the ſaid Thomas to be a dangerous pong 
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| and a miſleader of the ſet called Pwakers, and therefore de- 
| marded Sureties for his good behaviour, Which he retuſed, 
| except they would ſhew him what Law he had broken, which 
FA, they would not doe, bur replyed they were Judges of the Law, 
'# and forchwith made a Mitrims to ſend him to the Common L 
| Gaole in Northamproz , where he now remaineth a priſoner. 
And for other friends that were at the meeting waiting upon the | 
Lord, the aforeſaid called Juſtices ſent for them to come into | 
the Prieſts houſe, and demanded of each of them ten ſhillings, | 
for breach of the Sabbath, which they denyed to pay, except the | 
| aforeſaid called Juſtices would ſhew them what Law the» had 
| broken, which they did nor, but on the contrary threatned to 
| diſtcaine their goods ; all which is directly contrary both to the 
M1 Law of God, and to the knowne and eſtabliſhed Lawes of this 
y Nation. 
| From the Common Gaole in Northampton the 


27th day of the 3d month, frum them who of 
the world are ſcornfully called Quakers, 


F Ereis alſo a relation of the preſent unjuſt ſufferings of Tho: 
H 7obſon and william Helmes now priſoners in Cambridge, 
fined twenty pounds & cloſe priſoners till payment, their wives 
and children denyed to come to them. Who ſuffer under a pre- 
tence of entertaining Ranters, but denyes all Ranters and their 
filchy praRtices, and ownes the doctrine of Chriſt, which is to 
1 entertaine ſtrangers, and for the entertaining of ſome of thoſe 
it: people called 'Zuakers, they thus ſuffer by that murderous en- 
| vious ſpirit, who will neither own the doCtrine of Chriſt them- 
| ſelves, nor ſuffer others. A miſerable Liberty and ProteRtion | 
} that after theſe men have fought for their [tberty againſt tyran- 
ny, ſhould now by the ſame m-lignant ſpirit thus ſuffer but for 
entertaining their owne friends into their owne houſes, who are 
croubleſome to none ; neither can the Law accuſe them of any 
misbehayiour;And now ſeeing theſe men cannot for Conſcience 
ſake ſerve the wills of theſe Enemies of Chriſt co pay them theſe | 
unjuſt ſums of money for obeying the doctrine'of Chriſt, and ſo 
Conſent that witKedneſſe be ſerup by a Law, & the Commands 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt thruſt out, ( which they cannot doe, 
but deny Chriſt to fave themſelves ) Let every honeſt man a 
an 
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and corſider what is like to be the ranſome of theſe men,ſooner 
or later, if not cheir Jives, being caſt into a hole amongſt Fellons 
and murderers, and Condemned perſons, and ſuch |:ke , whoſe 
envie isno lefle againſt them than che ſame ſpirir that Caſts 
them in,and ſo they ſuffer by both, and muſt doe unti!lche Lord 
releaſe them, and when the lives of cheſe comes to be facrificed 
up with others of their brethren, it is not like that the murther- 
er will Conf-fſe guiltr, ifa lying booke or a Ballade may ex- 
cuſe him, for the iye; and the mur:herer is one. : 

Alſo Myles Bateman, a man of repute in the wor!d, who be- 
ing moved of the Lord to goe a hundred miles or more to viſite 
two of his friends who were priſoners in the Towne of Sraff. x4, 
was taken in that towne, and by the Mayor committed co pri- 
ſon; and was twice whipped in the priſon , and much ot!:er hard 
uſage ; and chis was done without the tranſgreſſion of any Law, 
but onely by the envie of the wicked one, who pe ſecuces the 
ſeed of God, where ever it is brought forth. Allo Myles We- 
2iagton, who being moved to viſit kis friend tht2 ſaid priſonerin 
that towne, and goins to the M:yor and acking him in ſober- 
nes, what he had commitced h's ſaid friend to priſon for , was 
himſelfe ſent to priſoa by the Mayor,and caſt into the dungeon, 
and there was whipped in like manner, contrary to Juſtice, or 
mercy, or civility, or natura.l :ff-&ion, and many ſuch like tor- 
ters are and have been infl. td up9n the innocent by barbarous 
brutiſh men, who are wmcrufted in auchoritie, by which many 
have been brought to their death ; ſome of which , having been 
related to them who ſhould remedy ſuch things, the Complaints 
could never be beleeved , neither doth it ſerve that theſe things 
are related, but to leave the Nation withoit excuſe, for men 
hearts are growne,voyd of pi:ty,vet doe we know where mercy 
is, and 01.him we waitein the deep {t tuff. rings, 

A Relation concerning Dorothy Wanghs cruel! nſage 
by the Mayor of Carhile. 
Pon the 7'" day about che time calle1 X.chae/mas in the 
AL yeare of the worlds account 1655, I was movel of the 

Lord to goe into the market of Carlile, ro ſ5eake againlt all de- 
ceit & ungodly praAices, and the Mayors Oficer came and vio- 
lently haled me off che Croſſe, ard pur me in priſon, not having 

anything to lay to my Charge , and preſently the Mayor came 

up 
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up where I was, and asked me from whence I came ; ard I faid 
cut of Egype where thou lodgeſt ; But after theſe words, he was 
ſo violent & full of paffion he ſcarce asked me any more Queſti- 
ons, but called to one of his followers to brivg the bridle, as be 
called it co put upon me,and was to be on three houres,and that 
which they called fo was like a fteele cap ar:d my hatt being vio- 
. lently pluckt off, which was pinned to my head, whereby the 
tare my Clothes to put on their bridle as they called it, whic 
was a fione weight of Iron by the relation of their own Genera- 
tion, & three barrs of Iron to come over my face, and a peece of 
it was put in my mouth, which was fo unreaſonable big a thing 
for that place as cannot be well related which was locked to m 
head, and (o I ſtood their time with my hands bound behind me 
with che ſtone weight of Iron upon my heed, and the bitt in my 
mourh to keep me from ſpeaking, And the Mayor ſaid he would 
make mean Example to all that ſhould ever come in that name, 
And the people to ſee me {o violently abuſed were broken into 
teares, but he cryed out on them and ſaid, for fooliſh pitty, one 
may ſpoile a whole Cittie. And the man that kept the priſon- 
doore demanded two-pence' of every one that came to lee me 
while their bridle remained upon me; Afcerwards it was taken off 
and they kept me in priſon for a li: tle ſeaſon , and after a while 
the Mayor came up againe and cauſed it to be put on againe, 
and ſent me our of the Cittie with ic on, and gave me very vile 
and unſavoury words, which were nut fic to proceed. out of any 
mans mouth, and charged the Officer to whip me out of the 
Towne, from Conſtable to Conſtable to ſend me, ti!l I came to 
my owne home, when as they had not any thing to lay to my 
Charge. - T D. Ww. 
And all theſT things are but a taſt of the whole,inflited up#n 

the body of Chriſt in this Nation, whom he hath made confor- 
mable to. himſelfe to undergo the envie of the wicked.till death, 
and after their death they are not fatisfied, neither was they up- 
on him,who gave large noney to raiſe lies uponhim,when theix 
envie coofd reactt no forther, and it is enough that his ſervants 
be as their Lord ; for which of all the members of Chriſt have 
rot ſuffered by this generation of men that live in their Juſts, 

et herein we rejoyce that his peace is with us, and that we are 
juſtified in his ſight noe to ſuffer as eyill doers, though in the 
ſight of men we be ſo accounted. FINIS, 


